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NELL'S NAILS & TALL TALES 

OCT. 21/17 

INTRO: 

Girl One walking down the street with headphones in her ears, 
music is playing in the background. Camera is following 
behind her and her face is not shown, only back of head. 
Music stops when she sits down in the cafe and takes out her 
headphones. 

1 INT. AFTERNOON IN A CAFE 

Two girls are sitting across each other at a small table in a 
local cafe. They are friends catching up. 

GIRL ONE 
So you're seeing this new guy ... 
Brian.. that is his name right? 

GIRL TWO 
Yes, Brian! Yeah, he's great. Really 
great actually. 

GIRL ONE 
Aw, I'm so happy for you! 

GIRL TWO 
(nervously laughs) 

Thank you, yeah, it's just.. well... I 
don't know. 

GIRL ONE 
Are you okay? 

GIRL TWO 
Brian is just... have you ever dated 
someone who seems like they have 
NOTHING wrong with them? 

GIRL ONE 
You mean, they're too good to be true? 

GIRL TWO 
Yes! 
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GIRL ONE 
That reminds me of that creepy story, 
same sort of thing with a too good to 
be true guy. 

GIRL TWO 
Huh? What are you talking about? 

GIRL ONE 
This girl had been dating this PERFECT 
guy and, well... I swear it was on the 
news everywhere at the time, everyone 
was talking about it. 

GIRL TWO 
I've never heard about this. 

*beat* 

What happened? 

GIRL ONE 
Really? -- 

(LEANS IN) 
--Okay, basically, 

SCENE ONE FADES OUT AND TRANSITIONS INTO SCENE TWO. 

SHOT OF EXT. RESTAURANT. 

V.O. 
It all started with the most average 
but,           first date...      classy...               

2 INT.EVENING IN FANCY RESTAURANT. 

CHARLIE is sitting at a two-person table. JESS walks in and 
approaches him but she is not on camera. 

CAMERA IS FROM JESS'S POV. HIGH ANGLE. 

CHARLIE 
Wow. 

LOW ANGLE OTS OF JESS. 

JESS 
Sorry? 
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Charlie gets out of his seat to greet Jess. 

CHARLIE 
You're even better than what Quinn 
described. 

JESS 
(smiles) 

Oh, stop. 

Well, it's very nice to meet you, 
Charlie, right? 

Jess reaches for Charlies hand. 

CHARLIE 
Yes. It is a pleasure to meet you, 
Jess. 

Charlie gently takes her hand and softly kisses the top of 
her hand. 

Jess and Charlie both sit down. 

JESS 
So, you work with Quinn huh? 

CHARLIE 
Yes, Quinn and I have been working on 
an important project together for a 
while now. We have gotten to know each 
other quite well. 

(beat) 
When he brought up that his nice step-
sister had just moved to the city, 
well, I took the opportunity. 

JESS 
(blushing) 

I am sure the nice step-sister is glad 
you did. 

So what kind of project are you two 
doing together? Quinn doesn't talk 
much about his life with me. I'm 
curious-- 

CHARLIE 
--Jess, don't you know curiosity kills 
the cat? 
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JESS 
Oh. Am I not allowed to know? 

CHARLIE 
(teasing) 

I'm not so sure, I don't believe I'll  
make a good impression by boring the 
cool,          photography student       creative                     
with                     medical stuff. 

JESS 
Hey- don't be silly! I'm sure it's not 
ENTIRELY boring. 

CHARLIE 
Okay since you're jumping out of your 
seat to know. First, we are in the 
process of gathering the data of 
patients with Cirrhosis, hepatitis, 
and autoimmune-- 

JESS starts to get up and walk away. 

CHARLIE 
Leaving so soon? 

JESS 
Sorry, this date is too boring for me. 
I think I have to leave. 

CHARLIE 
(laughing) 

If I order us a plate of nachos right 
now, will you stay? 

JESS 
Extra cheese? 

CHARLIE 
Extra cheese. 

Jess sits back down. 

JESS 
(giggling) 

Deal. 

V.O. GIRL ONE: 

Alright so maybe not a completely average date. 
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But as expected, the date went wonderful and the two of them 
clicked really well. And as a result, they ended up back in 
his apartment that same night. 

3 INT. APARTMENT AT NIGHT 

Door of CHARLIE'S apartment flies open. JESS and CHARLIE are 
kissing while walking in. 

JESS 
(Speaking while kissing) 

I just want to let you know that I 
don't normally do this. 

CHARLIE 
Do what? 

JESS 
Go home with guys on the first night. 

CHARLIE 
Well, that makes two of us. 

                               JUMP CUT TO CHARLIE'S BEDROOM. 

CHARLIE 
Are you sure you want to-- 

JESS 
Shut up. Yes. 

4 INT. APARTMENT- MORNING 

Jess awakens to an empty bed. She slowly gets up, throws on a 
t-shirt and walks out to find Charlie in her kitchen. The 
table is set up with a variety of food. 

JESS 
Whatcha up to? 

CHARLIE 
I decided that since you were still 
asleep I could go and make breakfast. 

JESS 
Oh...woah there. 
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CHARLIE 
Since I don't know what your favourite 
breakfast meal is, I made a bit of 
everything... 

There's waffles, pancakes, scrambled 
eggs, sunny-side up, toast, bacon, and 
my famous banana chocolate crepes. 

JESS 
I don't even know what to say right 
now. 

(beat) 
Thank you Charlie, this is 
unbelievable. 

CHARLIE 
You're staring at the crepe. You want 
to try the crepe don't you? 

JESS 
It just looks        good.               really       

CHARLIE 
I mean what can I say, I'm a natural. 

5 EXT. THE PARK 

JESS and CHARLIE are shown walking hand in hand and enjoying 
each others company outside. 

V.O. GIRL ONE: 

After the first night, they continued to see each other. He 
was one of those guys you find once in a blue moon, it seemed 
like he could hardly do any wrong. 

6 EXT. LOOKING IN ON LUNCH DATE IN CAFE 

WIDE ANGLE SHOT. POV FROM AN OUTSIDER LOOKING INTO WINDOW OF 
CAFE. 

JESS and CHARLIE are shown talking and laughing over coffee. 

V.O. GIRL ONE: 
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As time went on, they grew closer and she got to know him 
better. 

7 INT. LIVING ROOM OF APARTMENT 

WIDE ANGLE TRACKING SHOT. 

JESS and CHARLIE are shown cuddling on the couch watching a 
movie. 

CAMERA TRACKS BEHIND TV AND BACK TO ACTORS. 

Jess is now asleep and Charlie is stroking her hair. 

V.O. GIRL ONE: 

And yet, he still seemed to be absolutely perfect for her. 

8 INT. DINNER TABLE IN APARTMENT 

CHARLIE is clearing JESS's dishes. Jess is sitting at the 
kitchen table. 

JESS 
Oh, babe, you don't have to do that. 

CHARLIE 
It's my pleasure. 

JESS 
You are too much. 

HIGH ANGLE, CLOSE UP OF CHARLIE AND JESS IS IN BACKGROUND 

Charlie is washing the dishes in the sink. Jess pulls open 
her laptop to edit photos. 

CHARLIE 
Better than being too little. 

JESS 
(while looking at her laptop 
screen) 

Oh, I wasn't complaining. 

CHARLIE 
I love you. 
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JESS 
I love you too. And I'll do dishes 
tomorrow night. 

CHARLIE 
See? We make a good team. 

JESS 
Definitely. 

Charlie smirks. 

JESS 
(picking nail buds) 

Ugh, I need to get my nails done. 

CHARLIE 
(immediately) 

My sister, Nell, she does nails. She 
could do yours for no cost. 

JESS 
Really!? I don't believe I've ever met 
Nell... or heard of her... 

CHARLIE 
She is such a character. You two would 
get along well. 

JESS 
What salon does she work at? 

CHARLIE 
She can come here and set everything 
up, you know with the chair and the 
bath thing and the whole nine yards. 

JESS 
(giggles) 

I don't even have to leave the house? 
What service! 

CHARLIE 
Convenient, right? 

9 INT.NELL NAILS 

JESS is sitting across from NELL. She has her hands on the 
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table while Nell is filing them. Nell has a slight russian 
accent.  

JESS 
Nellie, thank you so much for doing 
this for me, again. 

NELL 
Nell. 

JESS 
Oh, sorry. 

It's funny, you and charlie don't look 
much alike. 

NELL 
Yes we do. 

Nell and Jess awkwardly stare at each other. 

Colour? 

JESS 
Red, please. 

Nell pulls out a strong, bold red from her basket of nail 
polish. 

Yes, that one's perfect. Thanks. 

Nell begins to clip Jess' nails. 

JESS 
No, you don't need to do that, I like 
them the length they are. 

NELL 
Your nails are fragile. If you leave 
them for too long they will break. 

(beat) 
This is gross. You should take better 
care. 

JESS 
(awkwardly laughs) 

Oh well...I try my best. 

NELL 
(fake laughs) 

(whispering to herself) 
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             Interesting. 

JESS 
Don't mind me, you're the 
professional. 

NELL 
The what? 

JESS 
Professional...? 

NELL 
(whispers) 

       Right. 

10 INT. JESS'S BATHROOM 

V.O. GIRL ONE: 

He did almost everything for her. He would cook dinner, offer 
to clean up her mess, and he would fix things around her 
place. In many ways, he was a huge help towards her life. 

JESS, dressed in a robe, walks towards her bathroom. She is 
stopped in the doorway by CHARLIE exiting with the garbage 
can in his hands. 

JESS 
Hello mister... whatcha up to? 

CHARLIE 
I just fixed your shower head. You 
know how you said-- 

JESS 
--that it was leaking out of the side. 
Yeah, you really fixed it? Just now? 

CHARLIE 
It wasn't that hard. I also thought I 
would empty the garbage for you, 
since, I was in there. 
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JESS 
Oh wow. You don't have to do that, 
garbage day isn't until Thursday 
anyway. 

Jess reaches to take the garbage can out of his hands but he 
pulls away. 

CHARLIE 
Seriously? You can't let me do this 
for you? 

JESS 
It just doesn't make sense to-- 

CHARLIE 
I do so much for you Jess, and you 
don't appreciate any it. 

JESS 
Excuse me? I appreciate it. I 
appreciate all of it! 

(beat) 
Fine. Take out the garbage if that's 
what you so wish. 

CHARLIE 
Jess. (beat) 

I am helping you. 

JESS 
(teasing) 

Jeez, how did I get so lucky? 

CHARLIE 
I ask myself that everyday. 

Charlie walks out of the room and Jess is left confused. 

V.O. GIRL ONE: 

As they lived together more and more, she grew to know that 
he was ever so slightly manipulative. She shook it off, 
believing it was just the result of fighting so little. And 
besides, he was perfect in every way. 
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11 INT. APARTMENT AT NIGHT 

V.O. GIRL ONE: 

Eventually, she moved in with him. It was his idea, and he 
truly believed it would take their relationship to a new 
level. She trusted him. 

JESS and CHARLIE are in the bathroom. Charlie is gargling 
mouthwash. Jess is busy looking for her toothbrush. 

JESS 
(to herself) 

I swear.. I        it...             packed       
(to Charlie) 

Have you seen my toothbrush? 

Charlie gargles one more time and then spits out his 
mouthwash. 

CHARLIE 
Ah, that old thing. 

(beat) 
I got you a new one. 

Charlie opens the bathroom cabinet and pulls out a brand new  
toothbrush. 

JESS 
What was wrong with my toothbrush? 

CHARLIE 
Some of the bristles were starting to 
flare. Not good for your teeth. 

JESS 
Alright, well thanks. 

CHARLIE 
You are welcome, love. 

Charlie leaves the bathroom and Jess is brushing her teeth. 

V.O. GIRL ONE: 

She always felt the slightest bit off with him. Yet, she 
could never place her finger on it. She assumed it was 
because she had a hard time falling asleep beside him some 
nights. Yet it was worth it for her, because in the morning 
there would always be some sort of grand gesture. 
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Jess walks into the bedroom and slowly moves towards the bed. 
Charlie is lying on the bed on his phone. 

JESS 
(teasing) 

You sure you want to go to bed so 
soon? 

CHARLIE 
(looks up from phone) 

Not anymore... 

JESS 
Mhm... that's what I thought. 

Jess climbs on the bed and crawls toward him. 

V.O. GIRL ONE: 

And he must have been good in bed. 

                                      JUMP CUT TO AFTERWARDS. 

CAMERA IS FACING JESS LYING ON HER SIDE. 

CHARLIE 
Goodnight hun. 

Charlie turns off the light. 

JESS 
Love you. 

CHARLIE 
Love you too, Jess. 

(long pause) 

JESS 
Charlie. You're lying on my hair 
again. 

(pause) 

CHARLIE 
So sorry, love. 
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12 INT. APARTMENT IN EVENING 

JESS is dressed up and getting ready to go out with friends. 
CHARLIE is about to have a shower and stay in. 

CHARLIE 
Who are you seeing again? 

JESS 
Ashley and Monica from college. 

CHARLIE 
When will you be home? 

JESS 
Not too late. 

CHARLIE 
When? 

JESS 
Midnight. 

CHARLIE 
I won't wait up for you then. 

(beat) 
I'm going to take a shower. Have a  
nice time. 

JESS 
No worries, I understand you're 
probably really tired since work has 
been so busy and everything... 

Charlie is silent. 

Wait, should I wear heels with this? 

Charlie peeks out from the bathroom. 

CHARLIE 
You're asking me?  

(beat) 
Heels. 

Jess throws on her coat and opens the closet to look for 
shoes. In the background is the sound of the shower. 

JESS 
(calls to Charlie) 

HAVE YOU SEEN MY-- 
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(to herself) 
Ugh, nevermind. 

Jess continues to search for the specific pair of heels she 
hasn't worn in a long time. As she is going through the 
closet, she finds a small red suitcase that she has never 
seen before. Curious to know, she zips open the suitcase and 
inside is a small shoe box. Thinking this very well may be 
her heels, she opens the box. 

V.O. GIRL ONE: 

And to her surprise, inside this small box was several sealed 
plastic bags, specimens that he had collected over the time 
of their relationship. Including her old toothbrush. 

Jess is shocked. 

The first bag contains a spoon and a cotton swab in a glass 
container. 

                               FLASHBACK TO DINNER SCENE (8). 

JESS 
I love you too. And I'll do dishes 
tomorrow night. 

CHARLIE 
See? We're a good team. 

JESS 
Definitely. 

Charlie smirks. 

As Jess is busy editing photos on her laptop, Charlie grabs a 
plastic bag and carefully places Jess' spoon inside. He then 
puts it up his shirt and walks towards the bathroom. 

In the bathroom, Charlie grabs a cotton swab and swabs the 
top of the spoon. Then, he sticks the cotton swab in a small 
glass container, leaving the spoon and the glass container in 
the bag. With a sharpie that was tucked in his jeans, he 
labels the bag "Salvia J" with the date. 

                                             BACK TO PRESENT. 

The second bag in the box contains a glass container of a few 
nail clippings. 

                         FLASHBACK TO NELL'S NAILS SCENE (9). 
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NELL 
Much prettier than before. We're done 
here. 

JESS 
Oh I love it! Thank you so much, and 
it was so nice to finally meet you! 

NELL 
It was okay to meet you. 

JESS 
(giggles) 

And here take this, please. 

Jess slides her a twenty dollar bill. 

NELL 
(whispers) 

             Interesting. 

JESS 
Pardon? 

NELL 
(looks down at the bill and then  
up at Jess) 

Is this whore money? 

JESS 
(laughing) 

You are quite funny, Nell. 

Nell looks up and stares at Jess blank faced. 

Nell starts to pack up her things as Jess is putting on a 
coat and shoes. 

JESS 
Again, thank you so much Nellie. 

Nell looks up and furrows her brows at Jess again. Jess 
realizes her mistake. 

Nell.  

I do have to run, I have to meet my 
boss at the studio in twenty minutes. 
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NELL 
(seriously and slightly under her 
breath) 

Thank you for the whore money. 

Jess nervously laughs and quickly exits the apartment. 

As Nell is packing up her things, she gets a call from 
Charlie. 

NELL 
Hello. 

Nell slowly takes off her glasses. 

(in a completely different and 
darker voice) 

Yeah, it's done. 

                         JUMPCUT TO CHARLIE AT WORK ON PHONE. 

CHARLIE 
I'll give you the money tomorrow. 

Nell puts on plastic gloves and slides the nail clippings off 
the table and into a glass container. Then, she puts the 
glass container into a plastic bag and labels it "Nails J."  
with the date. 

                                             BACK TO PRESENT. 

The third bag contains a used tampon in a glass container. 
The bag is labeled "B positive J" with the date. 

                            FLASHBACK TO BATHROOM SCENE (10). 

JESS 
(teasing) 

Jeez, how did I get so lucky? 

CHARLIE 
I ask myself that everyday. 

Charlie walks to the garbage shoot in Jess' building. He 
kneels down and finds a used tampon in the can. Carefully, he 
places the tampon into a container and then into a plastic 
bag. 

                                          JUMPCUT TO PRESENT. 
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The last bag has a glass container with a few strands of hair 
inside it. Jess lifts the container close to her face to see 
what colour the hair is. The bag is labeled "Hair J." with 
the date. 

                                       FLASHBACK TO SCENE 11. 

CHARLIE 
Love you too, Jess. 

(long pause) 

This time, Charlie is shown tweezing hairs from Jess' head. 

JESS 
Charlie. You're lying on my hair 
again. 

(pause) 

CHARLIE 
So sorry, love. 

(pause) 
Sorry, I really need to get water. 

JESS 
(in a very sleepy voice) 

Okay you go do that. 

Charlie gets up and leaves the bedroom while making his way 
over to the kitchen. He opens the pantry and searches at the 
very back. Then, he picks out a small glass container that 
already has a few strands of hair in it. He carefully lets go 
of the strand of hair he just plucked, into the jar. 

Charlie puts the jar back and moves it to the very back of 
the old pantry. 

He walks back to the bedroom. 

                                           JUMPCUT TO PRESENT 

Jess closes the shoebox and grabs it from the closet. She 
tucks it under the side of her long jacket and walks out into 
the apartment. 
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As she gets to the kitchen, the shower is turned off. 

Jess is in shock and looks like a zombie. With a straight but 
severely concerned face, she opens the door and walks out, 
leaving the door to his apartment wide open. She continues 
walking and Charlie peeks out into the hallway with only a 
towel on. 

CHARLIE 
You left the door open? 

(pause) 
Hello? Jess... hello? 

Jess walks into an open elevator and turns back to meet 
Charlie in the eye. Charlie is standing in the hall a few 
meters away. 

The elevator doors close as Jess is still making eye contact. 
Tears are running down her face. Charlie begins to walk 
towards the elevator, the doors close before he can get close 
enough. 

13 INT. AFTERNOON IN A CAFE 

GIRL TWO 
So, what did she do? Did she confirm 
all of those were actually hers? 

GIRL ONE 
That's the thing, nobody ever found 
out. 

Apparently, the box was found tossed 
over in a kids park. A parent brought 
it to the police, and the 
investigation was on the news. 

GIRL TWO 
That is insane. 

GIRL ONE 
(laughing) 

Oh you know me, I just wanted to scare 
you, I'm sure Brian is a wonderful 
dude. 
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GIRL TWO 
I know, I figured. I'm totally over 
thinking. 

(beat) 
Do you want to see a picture of him? 

GIRL ONE 
Yes, of course! 

GIRL TWO 
Okay hold on, let me just find a good 
one. 

Girl Two swipes through her photos on her phone and then 
holds up one photo to Girl One. 

GIRL ONE 
He is so cute! 

CAMERA ZOOMS IN TO SHOW THE PICTURE IS CHARLIE. 

14 CREDITS 

"Remember Me"-- Miguel, Natalia Lafourcade 


